
About the Science Talent Search
The fi rst Science Talent Search was conducted and 
sponsored by the Science Teachers’ Association 
of Victoria, in 1952. The then Secretary, Mr Hugh 
McKnight, invited students from all secondary schools 
to submit a 1000 word report titled ‘My Science 
Project’.

A special judging panel of prominent Scientists 
interviewed the entrants and awarded 17 bursaries, 
totalling £380.00 ($760.00). There were two major 
bursaries of £100.00 ($200.00) and £60.00 
($120.00) respectively. Five intermediate bursaries 
of £25.00 ($50.00) each with ten other awards, 
seven worth £10.00 ($20.00) and three worth £5.00 
($10.00).

Over the past 58 years, the Science Talent Search 
has undergone much change. Currently, there are 
ten Sections in which students can enter: Computer 
Programs, Games, Science Photography, Posters and 
Scientifi c Wall Charts, Working Models, Inventions, 
Experimental Research, Creative Writing, Video 
Productions and Class Research Project for primary 
students.

The Search is open to all students enrolled in Prep 
through to Year 12 in both Government and non-
Government Schools. 

The Science Talent Search has three broad aims:
1. To stimulate an ongoing interest in the serious 

study of Sciences by:

 a) encouraging independent self-motivated project 
work amongst students of science;

 b) giving students the opportunity to communicate 
their achievements to a wider audience;

 c) according recognition of effort and 
achievement for their scientifi c enterprise.

2. To promote the direct involvement of the students 
in the process of science and its communication.

3. To give the public at large an opportunity to see 
the quality of work being achieved in Science, by 
both primary and post primary students.

Some interesting statistics about Science Talent Search
  2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Total number of entries 2,478 2,282 2,302 2,062 2,052 2185
Total number of students entered 3,259 2,909 2,977 2,789 2,875 3197
Total number of class entries 9 2 8 8 11 16
Total number of bursaries awarded 727 678 908 638 629 573
Total sponsorship for bursary awards $27,160 $25,515 $34,420 $44,120 $43,280 $43,166
Number of schools entering projects 187 164 163 159 156 150

Distribution of Student Awards by Division
  2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Lower Primary (P-3) 353 167 167 146 185 213
Primary (4-6) 569 400 378 349 417 456
Junior (7-8) 783 614 1,097 581 469 448
Intermediate (9-10) 258 232 154 150 139 133
Open (11- 12) 3 8 4 2 7 8
Totals 1,966 1,421 1,800 1,228 1,217 1,258

Awards included in this summary are Major, Minor and Merit. Merit Awards are not a Financial Bursary.

A more comprehensive report of this year’s Science Talent Search will be published in Lab Talk and Let’s Find Out - 
the journals of the Science Teachers’ Association of Victoria.  If you are interested in entering next year’s Search, ask 
your Science Teacher for a copy of the 2010 STS Handbook (available Term 1, 2010) 
or go to our website: www.sciencevictoria.com.au/sts/
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